
(this is not an exhaustive list, but a highlight of some of the most commonly used tools/options 
that have shortcuts)

ACTION WINDOWS MAC

Decrease Brush Size [ [

Increase Brush Size ] ]

Decrease Brush Hardness Shift + [ Shift + [

Increase Brush Hardness Shift + ] Shift + ]

Use Mouse to Manage Brush Size
(drag left to right to resize brush)

Control + Alt + Left Click Control + Option + Left Click

Use Mouse to Manage Brush Hardness
(drag up and down to change hardness)

Control + Alt + Left Click Control + Option + Left Click

Default Foreground/Background colors D D

Switch Foreground/Background colors X X

Lasso tool
(press the key to select the tool. Hold shift 
and press the key to cycle through the 
other lasso tools)

L L

Crop tool C C

Brush tool B B

Spot Healing Brush tool
(press the key to select the tool. Hold shift 
and press the key to cycle through the 
other lasso tools)

J J

Rotate Canvas Tool R R

Toggle Quick Mask Q Q

Temporarily Switch to Hand Tool 
(to drag/navigate around the image)

hold Spacebar hold Spacebar

Duplicate Layer Control + J Command + J

Merge all visible layers into new layer Control + Shift + Alt + E Command + Shift + Option + E

Merge all visible layers Control + Alt + E Command + Option + E
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